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i« pow the opimion of the civilized world?
W hiat fias been the language of the ablest |
and  best men of the South! What lan-|
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thzed wurld at large said and doue on this
subjeet T Why, sir, if we look abroad we
find the opinion of the civilized nations of
Europe expressed by their acts. Great Brt-
ain has put an end to the institution : Frauee
demolisied 1t at a single blow.  One of the
first acts of the French Republic—I speak
of it as it is existing now—was the zboli-
ton of this ipstitution totally, universally,
absclutely, without reservation and without
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ator froim: Michisan (Mr. Cass) calls the
progriss uf the age—of progress i morality
The sentiments

thus uttered i the very heart of the coun
try where tlus mstitution exists—uttered by
Mr. Jeffeison with the approbution of Ins
own cuuntry, bis own prople, and of the|
world—when repeated by my humble con-
stituency, m less ;mmlm] and less vigorous |
terms, become ** fanaticism.” -
What have we done here! What sortof
brand has Congress put upon this institu-|
tion? Sir, at the very outset of our legis-|
lation, the subject of the slave trade was ta- |
ken up.  As early as 1794, although the,
umporiation into this country could not then |
be prohibited under the constitution, laws|
were passed against carrying on the fprelgui
slave trade, swith the severest penalties at-

tachied to their violation,  As mlyuﬂay,i posterity,’—mey all rightfully be used so

1500, another act was passod involving the !

forfeiture of all vesscls Dilt sud cquipped
for the purpose, snd all persors employed
in the business on board those ships were
wade liable to & penahy of 332,000, and jm-
prizonment for 1wo years March, 167,
an act was passed prolabiting tie introde
tion of slaves into the cousl alter the first

wary, I8 : i
that sil vessels bailt
purposa should be forfencd, and the HIUTEA
on the persons eagaged w it out sueh
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penalty for the proportation of slaves ju-
o the conntry was imprisonmeént for not
more thun ted aor less than fivee yeurs,
u fine of pot more than SN.000 nor I
thuu 210 The
tlar one. In May, 18220, the traffic was pro-
novuced piracy, and pumshed with desth.
Now, sir, 1= thus traflic, whieh you denoni-
mate piracy oud pouish wish death, "o be
denaminnted a enms or not®
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ernment i aterference with slavery ou-
Iv a0 1he < mowineh ot then existed,
aid from interlerence with the slave tride
omey e a Jined tme, wihsel bhas longe stnee
e it

i s toche remarked that the woed
restramned = used in the presing tensd, i
v--.-r.i.-r--_:::n--(...-lu ol and opera-
tien of - the Constitution ot the tune 11 wies
logred.  Well, s, s L the tEscrian
i If romises of the constiig-
toon, whneh réestrieted s eSS MY T i
1o Lhis subjeet, restricted m m el
s cithiers ieeraes thun the States whore i
thien existed, bdesire o be andormed whore
tie bernitvry s Tor al tiats dime wo Bl Lt
ane terenary, that of i T
g wits =oisled by HEress,
extsting woder the coufe ] -

e whel has hoew regarded from thnt
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restrction: trke olfcot uniess it wore o alie
tes wheee the isstiution existed !
It hias Leess sand that this Teso! ' e
serts the pover i Cougress lo riere

with  sluvery in the new Staes—in the
LIE that have been adopted sinee the a-
| ot of the edrstitution. Sir, 1 repeat,
I asserts no such power: What are 1hose
siptes ! Firsy, Kentiek 1l Tennessee
S, we all know thnt t e Stiles we i

acd the other of
1L e restriction -
ted an Virgresa as she steod &0 the e of
the adoptio of the constitntion, aud wpon
North Carolina, it eovered those territunes,
Sof r, then, as mew stales have been fori-
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portion, one: of Virging
North Caralina,

e ot of this Junns of the old state
1 apply to the new, thues K
ot of the s of the ol I

unother aspect i wlhich this
matter g2 1o heviewed, Those wlio deanzlited
the resalution knew well that, of
propesiion moats teras = ang
true, thet the consatulion onle  restric
Congross as respeats those States ™
wstitation existed, yet the salgeet w
to be agted upon by Con : 1
the terrsitones.  Qur ﬁl‘ll"'l’lld."— wiis Lo
1=1at cir second Floride  Now, 1 -
tan that, whale th ternito remained
territories, it was eampetenl lior Congron® Lo
regulate the subject ol slavery within them.
However that may be, when those terrio-
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ries became states, the power of regulatn:
tlie |jl'c:l ’JJ}.‘,‘;‘G‘{] from Congress, oy
had no luuger any eonteol wver it And

thus the new states mtroduced since the a-
duption of the constitution have been pla-
crd, by virtue of their overeignty as states,
and their exclusive control over the subject, |
without the pale of our legislation.

Further: the resolunons proceed 1o
state—

“ That the powers conferred upon Con-
gress by the coustitulion to suppress the
slave trade, to regulate commerce betwezn
the states, to govern the territories, and to
admit new states—powers conferred with an
express intention ‘to form a more perfect
union, establish justice, ensure domestic
tranquility, provide for the common defence,
promote tle al welfare, and secure the
blessings of liberty to ourselves and our
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| when it tarus vut that the origmal praj

lernitory now free, and to abolish slavery
ave trade wherever enher exists

under the risdioton of Congress.”
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1 be more plain @ 1t asserts the power
|t dernitores subject tothe jurisdiction
ress. | pegret, sir, that there lins
s mistake. [ regret that this error
ul,  I'have seen some nutices
Jdehis resnlution in the newspapers in which

he same mistake gecurs.  The honorable
Sciatar v Arkansas hus been represent-
ed as s 2 that the resolution contains

this posation, that Cengress is restricted
aniy.

Now, by substituting the present
ten=e for the pasy, the resolutions are made
those whio
w them up and these who adopted them
ver mmagined would be applied to them.
Upon this error, Mr Presudenst; upon tins
misapprehension, have been bung s
filled with opprobeicis epithets in this hall,
and various comments elsewhere, which 1
can oniy charactenise as the resat, on the
part of these who uttered thew, of ther
i hasty musapprehension, 0 gentlemen
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=1r,

W roceive a constroction: whch
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I=0 ned with more accuracy the
prrport of the resolutions, they might, and
[tk prolibly would, have ;;nla-l s the
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i sseloa power which s thes beea ox-
Gowvernment from the Iw-
? iy be wrong an ths
jm = prowress of the tnes, the su-
1 2 “the present day, aod 1 mizle
) fhaps, the superiosr knowle
present day, nias have l[;'-[rl Hed 1
tliar © ess has the rigia 1o legesiie for
the territonies, and we mav pow be en .
abandonuiz th prraciee wf the
tent, abandun the constrection of the
Cipstitutivn ved By nll the h"'i'
wrents of  the Government, to ploce vur-
scive=s on a mute comtariaiie 1"H-T:;|: 0y sgl=

tng these terrmorses adnle; for, sie, 1l the
af we have recentlv heard upion
t ot af the W ET ¢ [ Cotirress Lo Jes

these territories be correct, 3l
i lewie 15 sonnd anid the eoncelusions pirhs,
| 1= Lt Onte W the Engziish lan-
angage wWhoch Wil udscri the pusiion f
these territories, aud that 1s abe word ¥ a-

i President, I bare dope witly these
=] ois, but there are other npattes
i e n II!.-.-;.'l_' Tanice, ]

i i 8iF, upon this floor; of
| T mests ol the North,  Sir, |
desire to kuvw what those encrogehinenis
el Are they saca would Jusidy any
portzon of Uns Ukion 1o dissolving ws con-

it, and setting at defiagee the
; Umon? What are
eticroachments ? Wihen dud 'IhL‘_\.'
How have they been fllowed
Sir, the first tir e that this guestion
CYer arose, Ii.’r'l e 1t was ever pro-
lie thus subject by aee !
pryas, wus with reference tothe north-we=t
Lerritonies, previons o the  pussage of the
crdinance of 1757, Sir, in envmeration of
vl enorogciunents of the wril,
we have bren remimded of the exclasion of

Lhiioses
calpience {

g !

prsed 1o reg
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slavery trom the Northwestern territory,
ptiid 1 uf that ternitory with 4
i sutld pot an iuterdset dp-
s i I'\_
Mow, s:r, be it an encreachmen! or Le
it e, who wos the lirst man o propose i

exchimon of slavery trom that teretory i

| e s mdivadaal, Mr President, whose
sentiments on th bjeet 1 bave had occa-

sion 10 refer w0, Thowns Jellersun was the
8041 uo hirst 'Il“:('lt L A=, i
iicd,  In 15337 tlie ordipauce was i

uds vole
s slatesy wuclading the ul the
b, Now, sir, af tigs be o encnvci-
, whoas reponsible? I o be an eu-
et upon the rights ol the Soulls,
who 15 the vitader I Why, sir, Mr. 3
fer=on, the origmal projecios, and the rep-
rescntatives of the South iu thmt Congress
who sanctioned it by their unaunnous yale,
Sir, ure we at the North to be reproachvd
because slavery is excluded from territor

andd 1t was adopted by the un
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tor, and those wio adopled o, were the
representatives of a slavebolding constitu-
ency ! Louisiana cume into the Union, and
what was done with Louisianal Sir, this
has been done : we have in that territory
three slaveholding states—Louisiana, Ar-
kansas, and Missouri—and but one free
state, the state of lowa,

Sir, let me advert to another fact. At
the time of the Missouri compromise there
was probably ot a slave to be found north
of 86% 30m. Well, sir, the result was that

as o proveat the extension of slavery into | wherever the institution was found it was| men heying enongh to undopstan]

permitted by that compromise to exist. 8¢

far as tin

|ise; bu, sir, by that sa
was excluded north of 36 deg. 30 m.
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tollowed, and there 1t was e
the ConCurrenge « f |

n members, with
the approbation of a Southern President ;
and it was excluded from a eonvietion that,
woor uo low, the mstitution never gonld
s way iptothat terstory.  Sir, I thiuk
wo man will pndulge the slieln SHuspHeion

st
that slavery was either desirable i Chrezon,
or that, il it was permaied o Hod its own
way, it would ever find a fvothold there.—
- s this an eucroachment ' Vas this
1 the rigluns of the South? Sy,

lerstand the weanng of such
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It becowmes, therefore, a wistter
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stitat e Tespares at, and they do

Py with s regmisiions, lTl(‘j. e _'Il,.‘:_s' L
vis bz of that snstrument, It dies {13
petpitire 1ty how ean they bean fauln for nal

discharging a duty which as uor posed
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Iy thint the | nes have
roaud, but that th !
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g = |aws are t'l-"_'|_-. untonstitnlional.
Fhut = a proposition. w ieh may be termed
L Aru It 15 not iy pur to defead a-
Uy emslation, ) leg e suthors of
such liws, it such laws ex.#1, 1o thewr own
vindieating,  Lean assent to notlang inten-

ded 1ew; s mstrasnent, o lonag as
W jiruic=s {o aildbiere to i and be ;-ilt’."fr:l"i
by it. '
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Way, we
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But what 1=
W st cen you
hy, sir, 4t Wil pai do to pass
sadition laws, ial experingot has bren once
tried. It is not Likely 1o be repesied soon.—
What, thens, can you do with them > Wy, sir,
iet them philosopinz= ; let them snod the Light
of their peculiar philvsophy the world user, aud
let the warld, 10 te d sense, judge ol ity and
dispose of it. We ennnot stap i1, Mr. President ;
i would be idie for us to aticwmpt to suppress wil
uie pousense we have at home, nod it would be
equally 1die to sitempl to supprods u great deal

o ba
do wilh

© pCiBIts T

secies of property lind found its| 18498 10 core this fally. Nothing shors
way into the territories, so fir 1t was re-| 2 A e
Nuw, sir, is. not this plain? . Can any- cu;::nr-- d and protected by this comprom- ::;-.r! meaial sbliquily by which they are affug-
comproupse il
Sir, | foile, but what [
!l Why, sir, nt Tfi}fn from the South should wot condemn us all.
promise in its rerms and a l:--m-‘gm’!’ should not anathems e e whole North
corg | Peeause we happen to have soun inquisitive ge-
p=sented toon all stdes s
d an encronchment opon the
If a cowpronisa of |
sription is to be converted isto an o ba et by reason and god sense : combated
chment,” 1 confiss | know oot what | 1158 own element.
The
next step, sir, was the introduction of Flar-

Texas follaw-

Oregon  wur opinions
uded, with iy, and boldly expressed, without equivocation ;

| e

i tha fully of it!
1 Why, s, it is wot in the power of humarhg:‘.

- of &
CrEalives power can reliove us from the

Sir, I am not dispessd 1o juatify this kind of
would say Jo, that the gentle-

|muses, who, lor want of bacter emaloyment, age
{dwposed to scrutinize the iostitstions of (he
'South. Itis beyond the reach of legisiation ;
@ 1% begond the reach of political power. jt js

With respect tothe sentiment, however, that
durpy abiding, pormanents ot of the North,
that slavery ought not 1o b extended to these
|terriforics, that is & vary dillirent ting; 3t is a
more eidoring pninciple.  Sir, on that subject
have been expresand —ficuly, ealm-

| and all that we propose 18 10 earry Gl our own
|apinions, a8 [ar as we have e p swer, by regu-
lur, ordinery, constitutionsl action,  IF 1t Lurns
oul that we have o cosstiiutionsl power over
thr maiter, we must yvield; boet, if we have n
cotdiitutional pawer over it, then, sir, we propase
to use Ik All we asi i that (e Jesslation of
Congress npon the matler, withia s constily-
tienal jomsdiction, shall be guided by the sound
mwdgient of Congress,  And, sir, let ine protest
rere, let we protest ngnin, arainst the ides, or
g snegestion, that Uad sabject 12 pressed upon
= by the North, Sir, we ¢!l sve snd feel that
It is one of the truits of theaa war of conquest;
thal it peosents it=elt here in n commanding at-
tituste 3 tho question 15 oot to be evaded, Sir, |
rogral us wiuch as any map to ece the counte-
uance of thi< unwelcome muear here, 1 would
lave closed the door agamet liin : | would have
closed it by rejectng every thing like scqnisition
sotory, Lo be nde the sabet of dissen-
s such o re going o now 3 to be made the
this i is Lo be tned —this
weesy about slivery s to be
don. Dot sin, i0is poisb'e that we may
reiieved, after all, of 1 con be node out that
we lve uo eosiinl over these lemyories s that
Wi are mere prpprictors of e Lind there, and
Linwiz no enntml, oo Il'g‘ Live poaver with re
speet fo it Why, then, sir, | Jdo not see but we
can oW Ui unweleowa virter out of the cham-
bern
But, sir, T am disposad to hositate before 1 re-
sct the cunstruction of the o tution adnpled
v sbler, better, and wiser men than | s
[ we possess no pawer to lo
teeritaries, they must be veey miuch in the situa-
tite i which the hono able Seaatar from Geor-
g (Mr. Bernen,) regards lns constituents to be
pleced by my remark the otier asoot the
ciwvilized world 3 if we havenocostral
tedritoriaa, they are out of the covi
atid, hike the jil-bred Yankee by, instoad of be-
i 1n a condition of pumlage, as Senstors have
expressed ity they must come npa foot.

Sir;let me very concisely expross my own
view o relation to thes matter, By treaty with
France, Loutsians was coded ta thia conntry ;
by treaty with. Spam: Flort'n was esded ; oy
teeaty with Mexico, New Mexico and Caliibema
have heen ceded.  Now, @ir, what 13 1t that was
ceded? lsnthe mere land?  Why, sir, | have
yet to iearn that lll’.‘)‘ have any public domain;
thore may be or there may pot. Wihat was eo-
ded wus? The sove ty of tha countey
Thems izthe abhiaer of b B A PR

junsdiction of & stute, an 3¢t
neces=ary to give jonsdelio
ritury b conguared, nod 1n conse e of such
corguest ceded by Mexico, e sovereiznty s
il and the public domain follows, not 2s th
ipid, but as 8 mere teidont 1 transf::
uf sovercianty. Now, sir, can we take the ces-
sion?  Have we the consinutional power to ac

copt 1t This question was voee azimted, It
v once proposed to amend ¢ - tution of
the United Siates in order 1o dunhts as
10 the coustitauionality uf the purchase of Lou-
siann, but the good sense of the American peo-
ple seemed to approve tie messure, and the poo-
Jeet of amending Uie covsttation was abandon

L e, we will suppose thut we have got ove
themen niny over it as they plozes
udsume that it 8 coempetent for th
Govermnent to take & crssivn of Naw Mexic
il Califuenin, which cesann convess ihe sover
eiznty of the coumry. Now, if we become the
depasitories of. the power, car “¥e or Cin We nus
worcise it P I the soverzizn cootrel aver the
enautry, tee highest atirihate of sovereiznty that
can be exopeised by ¢ (iovernmen , helin s ‘o
s Govermpent, can Lhe Guvermuent or canp 1t
w power with which it ig thus
I derive the pomer, not directly
bad kawedi ro fronn the \reaty wsking power. |
the treaty naking power cusbl s ns o toke a
ecssion of termtory which wwalves the right to
cantrol aneh territory, it would be an absurdity
i the rerence of Goverminent o S pp e that
we may become the deposmtorces of 3 power
w pbich we cuntid eXercis.

Now, this may periaps be decmed seliteren
sopeng, It may be desmcd mesphivaical Sie,
it would require 2 good deal of me ies, 1
i, to pol over the utter  absurd:t) hiea
il nen invalve themseives wien they admit
thal we cah avgiire thea =ivereigniy of & coun
try, and yet caunot exercise the nzhis belong
g fo that sovere.gnty.

Sir, in discussing this saljoct zentlemen over
louk the wistinclion betwesa a mere nght ol
verly and the sovergign power of a state.—
the cession of & terntory or a tract of o
try, where the ceding power parts with 13 entire
contral to a sovereign stale, jnvolves political
power, the ownership of all that belongs to the
<tuia  WWhat 18 thar swausaleps N a wmeic
tisle under Lie existing law of wnther Govern-
ment. 10 s the highest title knowa to the law,
the euinent domun rending g Um =overogaty
af the State; and where tho oegirship isof that
ehinmcter, puliacal regalations and eontrul ful-
law 5t

vl if the ter-

Sir, wo may purchnzoa tract of fanl for an

arsenal or a fort, and we then get 1 more tenan-
ey, in the langunge of the law; a togancy o fee
jurisdiction of anoth-
er state ; the mere propriclorshp of the land, the
neere Wrnancy, involviny vo political power; but
wlion our tnle involves the eminent domain, the
very origm of all teaancy and all rile, then we
have the savereign power to be excrcisad by po-
Litieal setion—hy legmsiation. The ownership
i a sovierdign Stite, where thers is no other ¢x-
isting jurisdiction, ) volves politica! power.
, what is the Jistinction taken between rog
wlatitig the land and governing the people 2 The
question is ssked, whaher & mers cession of
land gives eontrol over the commaunty within the
teeritory 7 Certainly a more purchase of land
would not

But soppose they have no sort of crimniza-
ton, no politicsl existence, how then are they o
politieal commuonity 7 They are suhiect o no
control bat of this Union, and if’ we cannot por-
orn tine preopie, what becomes of them? Sir,
this meast re<ult, that if New Mexico and Cali-
fornr are cedeed W us by the Mexiean Govero-
ment, their soversigoty s passod o us. I we

| have got no pofitical coutrol in consepence of

wih cession, the people wust be, na 1 s1id be-
fore, adrifi : there is no other phrase that wiil
express their condition.  Mexico can heve no
cuntrol over them, they have no political organi-
zation. I we have no legislative pawar ewir
them, they nre without law, without guvcrnment,

ng no polttical soveraiguty ol their owi,
and subject 1o no junsdiction.  The result, then,
of a cossron from Mexico to the United Ses,
i@ 10 make them tndepeadent of both puwerd,
nnd place them beyond the reach of

ol the nonsenss that we lind abroad. Legisiate

10 cure their wreiched tiworics—legislate o give

.
nd of legai protecuon.  They wust, froen 1
necessity Of Use cas, adopt an orgammation aud




